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UM AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES CELEBRATES 40 YEARS ON CAMPUS 
MISSOULA—
In 1968, when many schools across the country were still struggling with 
desegregation, The University of Montana was among the first universities in the nation to 
design and create a program specifically for African-American studies.
That program, then called the Black Studies Program, has now grown to become UM’s 
thriving African-American Studies Program.
On Tuesday, Sept. 9, the University will hold “From Adversity to Diversity: A 
Celebration of 40 years of African-American Studies at The University of Montana” to 
commemorate the program’s beginning and its success.
Celebration events are free and open to the public and will take place on the third floor 
of the University Center.
The day begins at 9:40 a.m. in the University Center Ballroom with introductory 
remarks by UM Adjunct Assistant Professor George Price, followed by the keynote speech 
presented by Ulysses Doss, who launched UM’s Black Studies Program.
Before coming to UM in 1968, Doss was active in the Civil Rights movement and 
worked with Martin Luther King Jr. during the campaign for the integration of residential 
neighborhoods in the Chicago area. King was assassinated the same year Doss was hired to
teach humanities at UM. Until he retired in 1993, he taught popular UM courses, including 
one titled Gandhi and King that often was standing-room-only.
A lunch and open forum will take place following the keynote address from 11:40 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in the ballroom.
Invited celebration speakers Tunde Adeleke and Jibreel Khazan will give afternoon and 
evening presentations.
Adeleke, director of African-American studies at Iowa State University, served as 
director of UM’s African-American Studies Program and taught history at the University 
during 2000-06. From 1:40 to 2:50 p.m., he will present his research on the origin and first 
decade of African-American studies at UM.
Khazan, a storyteller and lecturer, was one of the original four students who took part 
in the 1960 Woolworth sit-in against racial discrimination in public facilities in Greensboro, 
N.C. He lectures on African-American history and works with developmentally disabled 
people in New Bedford, Mass.
From 3:10 to 4:40 p.m., all three invited speakers, Price and UM Assistant Professor 
Tobin Shearer will discuss the present and future significance of African-American studies in 
Montana and the United States.
A showing of the documentary “February One” about the 1960 Greensboro Woolworth 
sit-in and a discussion led by Khazan will take place from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the University 
Center Theater. Khazan also will introduce the documentary and share stories of the Civil 
Rights movement.
For a detailed events schedule and more information about speakers, go to 
http://www.cas.umt.edu/aasa.
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